
  

 

Dear Kathryn 
 
Planning Act 2008 
 
Application by Ashfield Land Management Limited and Gazeley GLP Northampton s.a.r.l (“the 
Applicant”) for an Order Granting Development Consent for the Rail Central Strategic Rail Freight 
Interchange (“Rail Central”) 
 
On 24 April 2019 the Planning Inspectorate (PINS) confirmed that the Preliminary Meeting for the Rail 
Central examination should be delayed given the potential for a material change to be made to the 
application.  At Annex A to its letter PINS provided a revised programme which would enable a 
Preliminary Meeting to take place in mid-December 2019.  PINS also requested the Applicant to update 
the Examining Authority (ExA) with progress at certain milestones identified in that programme.  The 
Applicant provided PINS with an update at Milestone A in its letter dated 30 April 2019.  We are now 
writing to provide PINS with an update in respect of Milestone B.   
 
Since 30 April 2019 considerable further assessment work has been undertaken, including two further 
Transport Working Group Meetings held with Highways England (HE) and Northamptonshire County 
Council (NCC). These recent meetings have focussed principally on discussing the assessment parameters 
and there is a good level of agreement with HE and NCC on how to move matters forward.  A further 
meeting has been arranged with HE and NCC on 18 July 2019 at which the next stages of the assessment 
will be discussed.     
 
A meeting has also been held with WSP to discuss matters relating to the strategic model.  Committed 
developments and allocations that should be included in the modelling have now been agreed with WSP.  
This has been updated since the previous model runs and will therefore provide an up to date 
assessment of the likely future performance of the network.  The model runs will include an assessment 
of Rail Central in the alone scenario as well as cumulatively with Northampton Gateway. 
 
Therefore, whilst the Applicant has not been able to progress onto Stage 4 or Stage 5 as set out in the 
revised programme contained in the Annex to PINS' letter dated 24 April 2019, significant progress has 
been made and the further stages of the work which have been agreed are being progressed with a view 
to confirming and agreeing the revised mitigation package as soon as possible.  The Applicant will 
provide a further update of progress at Milestone C on 16 August 2019. 
Yours faithfully 
 
Yours faithfully 

 

28 June 2019 
Delivered by e-mail 

Kathryn Dunne 
Infrastructure Planning Lead   
Planning Inspectorate 
Temple Quay 
2 The Square 
Bristol 
BS1 6PN 
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Alex Verbeek     Andrew Fisher 
Managing Director – UK    Managing Director 
Gazeley      Ashfield Land 
 




